InstMC Special Interest Group – Measurement

Minutes   *FOR REVIEW*
M-SIG Steering Boarding meeting (#31), Friday 14 November 2025, 10:00-12:00 (Teams)
Written up by: Claire Elliott

Present: JS (Chair), CE (Deputy Chair, Secretary), Jane Seery, MT, RR, TT and WK
Not Present: AN, LBS, PL and SP 

Note – some raised comments have been moved to improve the readability 

1. Welcome & Introductions (JS)
JS welcomed those in attendance, and our visitor Nick Houghton (Standards SIG) 

Minutes of meeting 30: reviewed and accepted.
Matters arising: none.

2. InstMC news (JS)
· Feedback from InstMC Council meeting (JS)
Chartership applications were on hold due to a back-log, but about to reopen.
The InstMC is trying to building up the companion companies. There is a new investment policy – which covers Local Sections. There is an opportunity to join Engineering Policy Group (Scotland). There is an intention to create an InstMC challenge - annual competition to encourage membership (possibly with Industrial Sponsor). The proposed AI SIG have a questionnaire coming out soon - look out for it. 

There is a new SIG sharepoint site. SIG meetings and working group meetings - to be added to the InstMC calendar. The SiGMA-B meeting is now in the calendar on Wed 26 November where the Chairs are meeting. Nick noted, Jane has asked to see the minutes of the SiGMA-B meeting.

· Other relevant InstMC news (Jane Seery)
Mentoring scheme is underway: really good response to it; first 9 matches paired up. Looking for mentors. Send a note to Jane if you are interested. It was suggested that if we have gaps in which industries people are coming from - they could advertise these specific needs. We could consider passing this news onto the Corresponding Members.


3. News from specific InstMC projects supported by M-SIG (JS)
· Standards SIG update (Nick Houghton)
Opportunity to join GEL-65 (to join, just send an email with a CV) - process instrumentation (measurement and control) WG at the BSI to review standards to comment on. Nick will send us the last meeting minutes, and other details.
Action 31.1: CE to share updates with the corresponding members from the last Standards SIG meeting, if/when available from Nick Houghton 
 
· An update from AN – ISO 9001, 10012, 10007
Alastair has had it confirmed that the sections in ISO10012 covering cyber security and fake products will be taken through (exactly the same words) into the new ISO9001. ISO9001 should be launched in December. There is an ISO10012 webinar being planned for everyone interested.
Action 31.2: Jane Seery offered to share the invitation with corresponding members (or M-SIG and S-SIG when available.

· NMSA (Phil Bamforth, by email)
We are in the final stages of getting the first draft applications in for NMSA-3. We had a meeting in London with the InstMC team a couple of months ago where we refined the NMSA-3 draft. Once we get the draft applications in at the end of this month we should be in a position to start doing our “pilot qualifications” against NMSA-3. Also got some of the temperature people from GAMBICA looking on kicking off a NMSA 2.X standard for temperature. We have a lead nominated, now in the team-forming stage. If anyone wants to join this then let me or Steff know.
Action 31.3: CE to ask Phil Bamforth: would you like us to share this with the corresponding members?


4. Updates from the working groups (JS)
· Tech Transfer WG (MT)
WK would be happy to take on the Tech Transfer WG in principle - but would need to talk with MT about it first

	No other updates / news. A focus on proposed event/s was agreed.


5. Feedback from any recent M-SIG communications/events (JS)
RR reminded us that his work is now primarily with chemical engineering and connects to the Metrology Society of Australasia and he is a close collaborator with NATA (UKAS equivalent in Australia). There is opportunities here to roll out events which stretch across to Australasia! Ritesh is also working with active internships.

No other news.


6. New activities to undertake (CE)
· Proposal 1: CE talked through the words provided in the agenda for the webinar event series proposed
Feedback
· Jane - having a backdrop and being on-location is a really great idea. The InstMC might be getting a digital marketing employee
· Record it for the YouTube channel?
· Trevor - someone involved with InstMC had a video on testing strain gauges on a bridge to ensure that too many heavy lorries – they could be a good invited speaker
· Aim to send the invitation wider than InstMC affiliate members - communicate widely to universities
Include Jane in the inaugural meeting.
Action 31.4: CE to Write a letter to Shiela and Andy Auguosti - both will be happy to help tell us how to communicate it to their students. Also Jessica Curry will be able to send it to the companion companies.
Action 31.5: CE to write to the corresponding members.

· Proposal 2: List ISO17025-experienced Members (on pause)
Still not enough time to work through this idea. It was noted that TT is happy to promote his knowledge via the new InstMC mentoring scheme at this time.
Action 31.6: All to let Jane know if they have a particular knowledge subject(s) that they are happy to use within the mentoring scheme
 
· Proposal 3: Undergrad final year projects
The M-SIG discussed keeping a list of projects that academics could use. A title and explanation text (needs, requirements, outcomes etc.) would be needed against the level of experience (of the candidates) and whether this is a task for 1 or more students. 
Action 31.7: CE to include the proposal of “Undergrad final year projects” in the list of things that we write to Shiela and Andy for


7. Publicity (JS)
· Website updates? (WK)
We can include the Minutes when ready (ideally 1 week after the meeting). WK could turn the minutes into a short update for the website e.g in the news section.
· Email to corresponding members: content? (CE)
Content as above; aiming for 1 week after the minutes are available
· Duplicate call in Wire and Precision (next d/l: ?27 Jan for 1 Mar): content? (CE)
Wire goes out on the first of the month - good for visibility
In Precision, there is planned to be an update from one SIG a quarter, and then once a year do a round-up of all SIGs.


8. Usual Closing Business (JS)
Open actions were not reviewed.
Action 31.8: CE to follow up with individuals for the open actions

AOB – none.

Dates for next meetings agreed - TBC

	End




Actions and Decisions

Permanently open actions:

	21.3-4,
19.8,
10.23,
8.7,
A23.12
	ALL
	All to help with publicity e.g.
· share InstMC LinkedIn social media posts and upcoming MMN events 
· share suggestions of potential collaborations
· consider submitting articles and other content to Precision 
· give talks / champion InstMC and M-SIG (& report back to M-SIG)
· keep WK up to date with news to add to the website (note - images rather than text is preferable)

	5.7
	[DSIT]
	Circulate links to announcements when available, for subjects related to M-SIG

	4.2
	ALL
	Copy in [DSIT] to anything MSIG related with relevance to BEIS – especially including any announcements - so that she is informed when talking internally.

	1.5
	ALL
	Consider COMPANY and INDIVIDUAL membership of InstMC (if not already Members). 



 
Meeting Actions:

	31.1
	CE
	Share updates with the corresponding members from the last Standards SIG meeting, if/when available from Nick Houghton
	

	31.2
	Jane Seery
	Offered to share the invitation with corresponding members (or M-SIG and S-SIG when available.
	

	31.3
	CE
	Ask Phil Bamforth: would you like us to share this with the corresponding members?
	

	31.4
	CE
	Write a letter to Shiela and Andy Auguosti - both will be happy to help tell us how to communicate it to their students. Also Jessica Curry will be able to send it to the companion companies.
	

	31.5
	CE
	Write to the corresponding members.
	

	31.6
	ALL
	Let Jane know if they have a particular knowledge subject(s) that they are happy to use within the mentoring scheme
	

	31.7
	CE
	Include the proposal of “Undergrad final year projects” in the list of things that we write to Shiela and Andy for.
	

	31.8
	CE
	Follow up with individuals for the open actions
	

	30.1
	ALL
	Re: M-SIG/InstMC talks at universities: provide topic ideas and the respective target audience to CE for collation; and names of volunteers to speak.
	Closed

	30.2
	AN
	RE: ISO 10007 mirror committee: send text to CE (who will circulate this to members)
	Closed

	30.3
	CE
	Add a standing item to the M-SIG SB agenda: updates from each InstMC SIG. 
	Closed

	30.4
	PL
	Determine and share a set of questions with Jane Seery, to understand the interests and career-experience of the people who have signed up to the Measurement mailing list.
	

	30.5
	CE
	Accept involvement in the NMSA testing (for applicants) and circulate to the M-SIG SB for their involvement too.
	Closed

	30.6
	PL
	Write to the corresponding members.
	Closed

	30.7
	CE
	Ask at NPL, who leads on cross-subject events? Which events are NPL attending?
	

	30.8
	CE
	Ask NPL Corporate; what should InstMC be doing for NPL?
	

	30.9
	PL
	Share the CIM slides with CE for inclusion in accessible location for all
	Closed

	30.10
	CE
	Set up regularly meetings from now, for the workshop proposal, to agree who does what to get this off the ground. Participants = CE, PL, MT. 
	

	30.11
	CE
	Follow up with individuals for the open actions (form these M-SIG Sb meetings)
	Closed

	30.12
	PL
	Follow up the message to the in-person meeting participants
	

	30.13
	PL, MT, CE
	Write an email highlighting opportunities within the M-SIG SB, and WGs.
	

	30.14
	CE
	Compile the update for Precision; with input from the Chair and WG leads.
	Closed

	29.2
	JS
	engage with S-SIG to explore further (re: proposed conference event)
	Closed

	29.3
	ALL
	contact JS if they wish to be put in contact with the convenor of the new AI-SIG
	Closed

	29.5
	PL, MT, AN
	get a letter out asap – one email per workstream
	Closed

	29.6
	MT
	reach out to Shiela Smith to see how to get more academics on board
	Closed – see new action 31.n

	29.7
	PL
	invite MTh to join a session at SILC
	Closed

	29.8
	CE
	add standing agenda item to the M-SIG meetings, under InstMC news (and ask for contribution in advance).
	Closed

	29.9
	CE
	invite Phil Bamforth if he would like to be invited to M-SIG meetings as a link liaison with NMSA.
	Closed

	29.10
	CE
	ask S-SIG to send us an update every quarter for our M-SIG steering board meetings – to cover (a) standards in development that we may add comment to (b) newly published standards to promote.
	Closed

	29.11
	PL, MT, AN
	contribute to publicity emails and articles 
	Closed

	29.13
	CE
	give some time at the next meeting to discuss how to keep the website updated.
	Closed

	[bookmark: _Hlk176796921]27.1
	CE
	CE to chat with Steff about how to host a list of ISO17025 consultants, or experienced mentors (limited access to Members?). 
Note – CE to share checklist from recent training.
	Closed

	27.3
	CE
	CE to share the idea of case study event with Phil Bamforth
	Closed

	[bookmark: _Hlk140560917]27.6
	Who?
	?WHO to arrange the webinar (include details in above letter) 
Note - Who is the best speaker? InstMC HQ want to be present? Logo materials to use?
	(We need a volunteer)

	27.7
	CE
	CE to collect all ideas of events / webinars together, and share – looking for volunteers to present / host / organise
	04/10/2024




Open actions from previous meetings: 

	26.2
	All
	Nominate possible members for committee as we have lost few members and this should be made into an agenda item for next meeting.
12/09/2024: This is of critical importance
	25/10/2024

	24.4 
	ALL
	Populate a rolling list of questions which can be used as a feedstock for topics in Precision Magazine article
12/09/2024: With the minutes, SB members are reminded of the importance of this. Ideas to be submitted to CE.
	25/10/2024



[bookmark: _Hlk176797270]Decisions:

	1.1
	The activities of the M-SIG should not exclude any aspect of metrology but should focus on the strengths of those involved.



Note – those items in grey text above will be omitted from future correspondence. Bold blue text is used for alterations.


Key to abbreviations
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Other abbreviations
Minutes  *FOR REVIEW*	Page 1 of 8	Measurement SIG m031
A3 (report)	A3 paper designed sheet for capturing Working Group aims
BIPM	International Bureau of Weights and Measures
BSI		British Standards Institution
BMTA	British Measurement and Testing Association
CCS	Companion Company Scheme
CIPM	International Committee for Weights and Measures
CRM		Institute membership database
DSIT	UK Government Department for Science Innovation and Technology
EPSRC	EK Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council
GOTT	UK Government Office for Technology Transfer
Govmt		UK Government
IET	Institution of Engineering and Technology
IMechE	Institute of Mechanical Engineers
IMEKO	International Measurement Confederation (also refers to their World Congress conference)
Institute	The Institute of Measurement and Control
IOP		Institute of Physics
IP 		Intellectual Property
KPI		Key Performance Indicator
KTN	Knowledge Transfer Network (InnovateUK)
LGC	UK’s designated institute for chemical and bio-measurement
MMN	Manufacturer Measurement Network
MTC		Manufacturing Technology Centre
M-SIG		Measurement SIG
M-SIG Members	Institute members which have selected an interest in Measurement
NCSLI	(Professional Trade Organization)
NEL	UK’s designated institute for flow measurement
NMS		National Measurement System
NMSA		National Metrology Skills Alliance
NPL		National Physical Laboratory
PEI		Professional Engineering Institute 
R&D		Research and development
SB		Steering Board (typically for M-SIG)
SIG		Special Interest Group
SIGMaB	SIG Management Board (reporting forum for all SIGs)
STEM	Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (re careers)
ToR		Terms of Reference
TRL		Technology Readiness Level
UKAS		UK Accreditation Service
Uni		University
WG		Working Group
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